Cleft Structures

A cleft sentence is a complex sentence (one having a main clause
and a dependent clause) that has a meaning that could be expressed by a simple sentence. Clefts typically put a particular constituent into focus. This focusing is often accompanied by a special intonation.
    
In English, a cleft sentence can be constructed as follows:
    
it + conjugated form of to be + X + subordinate clause where it is a cleft pronoun and X is usually a noun phrase(although it can also be a prepositional phrase, and in some cases an adjectival or adverbial phrase). The focus is on X, or else on the subordinate clause or some element of it.
  For example:
    
Examples:
 1.   It's Joey (whom) we're looking for.
 2.   It's money that I love.
3.    It was from John that she heard the news.
 4.   It was meeting Jim that really started me off on this new line of work.
    
    It-cleft:   5. It is Jaime for whom we are looking.
    Wh-cleft/Pseudo-cleft:[1] 6.What he wanted to buy was a Fiat.
    Reversed wh-cleft/Inverted
    pseudo-cleft: 
7. A Fiat is what he wanted to buy.
    All-cleft: 
8.All he wanted to buy was a Fiat.
Inferential cleft:
9. It is not that he loves her. It's just that he has a way with her that is different.
There-cleft: 
10.And then there's a new house he wanted to build.
If-because cleft: 
11.If he wants to be an actor it's because he wants to be famous.
    12. It was because he was ill (that) we decided to return.
   13.  It was in September that he first found out about it.
   14. It was with great reluctance that Maria accepted the invitation.
    15.Prepositional phrase: It was by foot that he went there.
Adverbial phrase: 
16. It was greedily and speedily that Homer Simpson drank his beer.
Non-finite clause: 
17. It is to address a far-reaching problem that Oxfam is launching this campaign.
Gerund: 
18.It could be going home early or slacking off work that the boss
reacted to.
Adverbial clause:
 19.It was because she was so lonely all the time that she
decided to move out.
    
          
    
         
    
    
         
    
    
 
