'Eyes on the World': Travel photography in the 21st century

One of the world's first travel shoots took place in 1849 when two young Frenchmen,
Gustave Flaubert and Maxime Du Camp, decided they would set out on a great adventure
and travel to Egypt. Du Camp took hundreds of photographs of the Pyramids and the
Sphinx, and when he returned home and published his travel album(,)tzﬁe images amazed
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the European public and turned Du Camp int% a celebritg/)overnight.




Now read the rest of the article:

While Du Camp's photographs may appear simple in comparison to modern photographs
with their special effects? ?t:seems to me that nowadays the majority of photographers fail
to realise what the challenges were in taking photographs in the 19th century. To begin
with, foreign travel was expensive and difficult to organise. Fortunately, Du Camp had
money of his own and he was also able to get additional funding for the journey from the

French government. Another issue was the size and weight of 19th-century cameras —
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they were very large and heavy. Finally, not only was there a great deal of equipment and
chemicals to transport, but travelling itself could be highly dangerous. Of course, travel
photographers do still take risks as part of their job, but the level of danger is hardly the
same as when Du Camp was travelling across continents.

Nevertheless, as any professional photographer knows, to be good at the job still requires
hard work and dedication.alihe popular idea that great photographs are often the result of
a photographer being in exactly the right place at exactly the right time, just by chance,
does not reflect reality. Last year, for example, on a visit to Reykjavik, Iceland, | met
several photographers | knew. We were all there for the annual Winter Lights festival,
involving works by many artists and musicians. One shot we all wanted was the perfect
image of the aurora borealis — the strange green lights that sometimes appear briefly in
the sky as the sun is going down. It took hours for everyone to decide how best to catch
this moment and to work out where to place themselves to 8? the best result. In the
end, | was delighted with the way my photographs turned out. In general, professional
photographers share the feeling that the most rewarding photographs are the ones
you've worked hard for.

Events like this attract photographers because the atmosphere can help create some
wonderful photo opportunitiesgélihe Day of the Dead in Mexico is a perfect example.
Although other countries have a similar event, for example, All Souls Day in the Philippines,
the Mexican event is a photographer's dream. It's a time of celebration, when people
remember relatives who have already passed away. Good photographs will capture that
sense of joy in the bright and colourful decorations on the gravestones and in the faces
of the families who are using humour and art to remember their dead. C\‘)Nhats more, the
local people are usually happy to share this experience with outsiders so visitors can
participate if they wish. The festival is held in November, and should be included in any
photographer's diary.

Travelling as a photographer has encouraged me to question some ideas | previously
believed to be true. An example of this is the popular belief that some groups of native
Americans strongly dislike photographs and will turn away from cameras. This, however,
is not the casé). {::rom talking to native Americans I've met on my journeys, it seems that it
is now acceptable to regard photographs as valuable connections to ancestors and even
include them in important ceremonies, some of which | have been lucky to observe.

One question that people often ask is whether it's possible to make a reasonable living




